5*2	INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS	[ bombay
The Hyderabad State Subjects* Conference
The Hyderabad State Subjects* Political Conference was held in the Jinnah
Hall, Bombay, on the i8th. December, ^ Mr, jamuadas Mehta presiding.
Mr. Mehta in an extempore speech said thut though he was not a
Hyderabad subject, he was a subject of Nawaimgar. The conditions in all Indian
States remained the same, All of them were subject to personal rule where the life
and liberty of the subjects were absolutely at the Ruler's discretion. Law and Justice
were not allowed to take their own course but were often tampared with by the
Princes. The latter's powers for sharing state revenue for personal expenditure was
unlimited in spite of the Princes'Chamber's resolution, slating thru only a certain
percentage of the state revenues must be taken by the Princes for personal expendi-
ture. As regards representation in the Round Table Conference, Mr. Jamnadas
Mehta said that the Congress had not yet committed itself to any course. If at all
the offer was accepted, the premier political organisation, whose nviin object was to
look to public interests whether that of Kriiisn India or Indian India, would watch
the States' subjects' interests too. The House need not entertain any doubts about it.
Mr. 1C M. Mimshi and Mr. L. R. Tairsee, President Indian Merchants' Chamber,
also spoke.
The following resolutions were passed by the Conference :—-
"This Conference is of opinion that if the Indian National Congress decides to
participate in the Round Table Conference foreshadowed in the declaration of IL K,
the Viceroy dated the 1st November last, timely steps should be taken to include an
adequate number of representatives of the Indian States/ people in the Congress
Pelegation.
Subject to Clause No. i.—"This Conference welcomes the inclusion of the relations
between the British Government and the Indian States among the questions to be
discussed at the proposed Round Table Conference in London, but emphatically
protests against the exclusion of the representatives of Stales from this conference on
the ground that Princes alone have the right to conduct diplomatic relations on
behalf of the States, This Conference is firmly of opinion that no constitutional impro-
priety is involved in inviting the States' people to the Conference, and indeed that
their participation is as necessary as that of British India for enabling the Conference
to find a solution acceptable to all parties concerned. ,
"This Conference urges upon H, E. the Viceroy the fact that the times has arrived
for taking some sort of guarantee from the Indian Princes for good government which
is,one of the specific stipulations in their treaties and upon which the British Govern-
ment has guaranteed protection to' them. This conference further urges that these
questions'which affect the very lives of the Indian States' subjects cannot be shelved
by the paramount power with due regard to the treaties. Presence of the represen*
tatives of the Indian States' subjects at the Round-Table Conference is absolutely
necessary even from this point of view.
. 'fThis Conference   desires   to draw  "the attention of the   public   in   all the
Kdian   States ,and in British India to the   Firman of, H, E,  H's   Government
regarding public meetings as & true picture   of  the   civic   rights    and liberties
which , the. people ..normally, enjoy in   Hyderabad .State.    The   Firman requires
prior   consent ,  to   be,   taken    of   the   Government for   every   public   meeting
likely to be interpreted as of a political   nature, irrespective of what political opinions
are expressed thereat or in however , orderly a manner it may be conducted*   The
Conference urges that the utter absence of freedom of speech it implies should be
regarded as a mark which entitles the people, to invoke the intervention of the Imperial
factor,
, "This Conference deprecates the recent increase in the Postal rates in Hyderabad
Dominion sanctioned by balances in the public treasury and the Nizam's private
treasury. , . ;	,	,
"This Conference urges ^upon the people of, Hyderabad and other States the
desirability at this supreme juncture of sending a representative, and influential
deputation to England to counteract to some extent the pernicious propaganda
carried on there and to educate and elighten the British public on all the rights of the
people who are completely ignored in th e discussi ons now taking place.

